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Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98, each document listed on the accompanying 
substitute PTO Form 1449 is called to the attention of the Examiner for the above patent 
application. A copy of each listed document is enclosed. 

The two Ungerboeck documents are cited on page 1 1 of the (original) specification 
(page CIO of the corrected substitute specification). Raheli et al. and Hagenauer et al. are 
respectively cited on pages 32 and 46 of the specification (pages C30 and C44 of the 
corrected substitute specification). Lin et al. constitutes the relevant portion of Lin and 
Costello cited on page 43 of the specification (page C41 of the corrected substitute 
specification). 

Citation of each listed document shall not be construed as: 
1 . an admission that the document is necessarily prior art with respect to the 
instant invention; 

a representation that a search has been made; or 
an admission that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(b). 
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The Information Disclosure Statement ("IDS") submitted 8 January 2002 indicates 
that "English translations" of certain of the foreign patent documents accompanied that IDS. 
Applicants' Attorney is not presently able to determine the form or extent of those "English 
translations". In view of this, further enclosed is a copy of: 

a. An English abstract of German Patent Publication DE 19626076 Al cited in the 8 
January 2002 IDS; 

b. An English abstract of each of Japanese Patent Publications ("JPPs") 2-215236, 6- 
334692, 8-116275, 8-172366, 9-148944, and 9-153845 cited in the 8 January 2002 IDS; and 

c. A computer translation into English of the specification and claims, with Japanese 
drawings, of each of the following Japanese patent documents: 



Taking note of the fact that the Internet website of the Japanese Patent Office ("JPO") 
provides the computer translation into English of a Japanese patent document as a group of 
computer-translated portions of the document. Applicants* Attomey assembled the five listed 
documents from the computer-translated portions of examined JPP 08-031819, Japanese 
Patent 3399019, and unexamined JPPs 08-1 16275, 09-148944, and 09-153845 available at 
the JPO's Internet website. In so assembling the listed documents. Applicants' Attomey 
inserted the document identification information at the beginning of each listed document, 
skipped a line between each pair of consecutive paragraphs, placed equations on separate 
lines as those equations appear in the original Japanese documents, capitalized the first letter 
of the first word in the first line of several paragraphs where the capitalization was previously 
absent, and arranged the drawings in sequential order to the extent that they were not 
previously in sequential order. 

The computer translations of examined JPP 08-031819, Japanese Patent 3399019, and 
unexamined JPPs 08-1 16275, 09-148944, and 09-153845 are somewhat coarse. For instance. 



subscripting was lost in the translation process. Nevertheless, these computer translations 



should facilitate understanding JPPs 02-215236, 06-334692, 08-1 16275, 09-148944, and 09- 
153845. As provided by the JPO in its comments on the computer translations into English, 
a group of four consecutive asterisks (****) identifies material that could not be translated 
into English. 



cl. JPP 08-031819, the examined version of JPP 02-215236; 

c2. Japanese Patent 3399019, the registered version of JPP 06-334692; and 

c3. JPPs 08-1 16275, 09-148944, and 09-153845. 
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Also, U.S. Patent 5,859,861 cited in the 8 January 2002 IDS is the U.S. equivalent of 
German Patent Publication DE 19626076 Al. 

As far as Attorney for Applicant(s) can determine, no document listed in the 
accompanying substitute PTO form 1449 is more material to the present invention than the 
prior art already of record. In particular, no so-listed document appears to impact the 
patentability of any claim allowed in the present application. The same comments apply to 
the German and Japanese documents dealt with above. Accordingly, please place this letter 
and the enclosures in the PTO file for the present application. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Ronald J. Meetin 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Reg. No. 29,089 
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